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Students who migrate to the U.S.







Students who are legal immigrants of 
the U.S.
Students who live in the U.s. 
temporarily to study
“Immigrant students” is an 
umbrella term used for those 
who migrate to the U.S., 
regardless of their legal status.
These are students who are 
born in other countries and 
thus, experience a different 
culture than the U.S.
These are students who 
migrate to and live in the 
U.S. with a valid legal status.
International students are 
those who live and study in 
the U.S. for a period of time 






● To explore potential issues surrounding health insurance for non-U.S. 
born undergraduate college students
○ Including international students, or those who study abroad in the 
United States from foreign countries.
● Schools mandate international students to have health insurance 
coverage...
○ while foreign-born undergraduate students who are not 
international students are not required to.
● This creates several aspects where disparities may exist:
○ Examining relevant data to identify and compare health insurance 
coverage of foreign-born students to citizens of the United States.
○ Looking into the different types of health insurance and the 

















Effective January 2019, Americans are no 
longer required to have health insurance, 
however, this change does not apply to 




Foreign students made up 12% of the total 
student population and contributed nearly 30% 
of total tuition revenue at public universities in 
2015 (Bustamante (2020).
Potential issues
The differences in mandate and requirement 
may present possible issues and calls for a 
better understanding of international students’ 
health insurance options.
Several higher education institutions require 
that the health insurance of international 
students are provided by American 
companies headquartered and operating in 
the United States (Vorndran, 2015).
Introduction
U.S.-only providers
Aca individual mandate repealed
Rationale
The purpose of this research is to look into 
healthcare data on foreign-born students, 
especially international students, to 
identify and analyze any disparities 
existing for foreign-born college students’ 
health insurance in order to further reduce 
the gap in healthcare for them.
Foreign students made up 12% of the 
total student population and 
contributed nearly 30% of total tuition 
revenue at public universities in 2015 
(Educational Data, 2020). Despite this, 
international students are not taken into 
consideration in healthcare policies...
In 2015
When U.S. was declining 
international students 








Contributed to the U.S. 
economy in 2018 by 
international students.
In the U.S. as of 2019.
During 2018-2019 school 








● Individuals under 26 years of age are 
eligible to stay on their parents’ health 
insurance plans.
○ International students’ parents are 
most likely living outside of the U.S.
● The extension does not benefit them.
● This may contribute to healthcare 
disparity between international students 
and other college students.
● Thus, it is important to examine 
international students’ health insurance 
insured rates and any related issues. 
Under aca,...
F-1 Visas: The Roles of 
Selectiveness in Economic Status 
and Health Conditions
background
International students may be 
among the lowest in 
pre-existing condition insurance 
holders.
They may have better access to 
many opportunities, including 
healthcare domestically, and 
thus, are healthier in general.
Everyone who entered the U.S. 
is required to go have health 




Documentation required for 
F-1 visa: proof of financial 
ability.
Selective pool of applicants 
who have a privileged 
background.
Studying abroad is costly 
without financial assistance 
from scholarships or grants.




The Adequacy of College Health 
Insurance Coverage
Barriers to Adjustment: Needs of 
International Students Within a 
Semi-Urban Campus Community
Immigrants and Health Care Access, 
Quality, and Cost
           (McManus et al.) (Martin and Dyer) & (Mackert et al.)
2017
(n=19 Participants)













The study that looks into the 
needs of international 
students indicates that 
students experience a 
number of concerns, including 
health insurance.
Derose, 2009
“Noncitizens and their 
children had lower use 
[of health insurance] 
than the U.S. born.”
Hypothesis & Research questions
HYPOTHESIS: Since foreign-born students may experience healthcare disparities when it 
comes to accessibility, cost, and quality with limited options and resources, as suggested in 
previous researches, they may have a higher rate of being insured due to school mandate 
but lower rate in utilization compared to U.S.-born students.
Is there a difference in the uninsured rate 
between students who have parents in the 
U.S. (native-born and immigrant groups) 
versus those whose parents live overseas?
Research question #2
Is there a difference in the uninsured rate 
between U.S. born and foreign-born 





The hypothesis is 
confirmed if the outcome 
of foreign-born student’s 
uninsured rate is higher 
than U.S.-born students 
and is rejected if vice 
versa.
Datasets
Public data from the federal 
government of the United 
States will be utilized in 
statistical  and comparative 
analysis.
Example variable:





Continue the discussion 
on how certain 
healthcare policies and 
mandates can be improved 
for foreign-born college students 
in general and international 
students in particular




Help various u.s. Industries 
supported by international 
students gain insights
on their customers, especially the 
health insurance industry
Provide Insured and 
uninsured rates for 
different student 
groups
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